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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On April 5, the “Art Y Shoppen” gallery opened this year’s program with the exhibition “Collages of Berlin.” Artist Karl Kueffel presents locations and landmarks of Berlin in five large-size paintings. Using a unique production technique, he prints, copies and paints his works. “Old” and “new” Berlin meet in unconventional collages. 

Street scenes from Berlin around 1900 are placed on today’s Gendarmenmarkt, which is surrounded by architectural visions. Architecture from the catalogue of international masterpieces of construction stand side-by-side along Potsdamer Platz, while horse and carriages from past decades wait on the square. 
The paining entitled “Brandenburg Gate” combines events from 1933 to 1989 in four sequential scenes. With its interwoven connections and overlays, this panel painting is an amazing icon of 20th century German history. Kueffel places the current Reichstag, where architect Norman Foster added a futuristic cupola in 2000, on its original site from 100 years earlier. Strange architecture surrounds the Koenigsplatz. Where the Bismarck monument once stood in front of the Reichstag, an abstract monument takes its place. 

”Then and Now” is a popular and well-known play with cityscapes that opens historical dimensions, shows unexpected points of views and puts the city in historical context. No other city than Berlin offers a better canvas for the new beginnings and catastrophic endings of the 20th century, for the display of its history through growth and scars in its physiognomy. The multi-layered development of the cityscape is reflected in the multiple layers of the artwork. For his Berlin paintings, Kueffel starts with historical depictions of the city from architectural or newspaper photographs that are copied and enlarged on paper. He adds collages, paint and other elements before completing the work with his own creative inventions. Set pieces of the iconography of a modern metropolis rise above the historical topography and surround the main buildings. Kueffel constructs and comprises, using cross-fades to create a Berlin that is unique and new and entirely his own.
 
Karl Kueffel was born in 1963 and has been working as an artist for 14 years. In the past decade, his works were shown in numerous large cities in Germany. An extensive picture cycle entitled “Labyrinth of Pain” was created last year for the regional church in Thuringia. The collection of Berlin paintings was his own idea, ten years after the Wall came down and during the year when the German government moved back to the old capital. In these paintings, Kueffel not only proves that he can creatively combine different elements, but also shows himself a bold architect with baffling solutions. Scepticism, melancholy and fascination with the topic of the metropolis can all be found close together in these works.
