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A Hundred Years in Ten Pictures 

Artist Karl Kueffel created the picture cycle “Society and Film“ 

Michail Gorbachev is smiling, Erich Honecker is, too. People are celebrating the opening of the border on top of the Berlin Wall. And Sean Connery as monk William explains the way of the world to his pupil in “The Name of the Rose.” These pictures are mosaic pieces of the 1980s, drawn from events in society and films of that era. “Movies are frequently a mirror of society,” says artist Karl Kueffel from Machtlos, Germany.   
Movies have been around for one hundred years. For the anniversary, Kueffel presents central events of the past century in combination with famous movie scenes in a unique picture cycle that is currently on display at the Zeughaus in Berlin.

The project consists of ten paintings that each represent one decade of the 20th century. Over 400 scenes have been used, from Paul Wegener’s 1914 “Golem” to German tanks, from Empress Sissi to James Bond, from Chancellors Willy Brandt and Helmut Kohl all the way to Disney’s “Lion King.” The longer you contemplate the 2.5’ x 3’ oil paintings, the more details come alive.
 
The first five pictures in the cycle are held in black-and-white. “Those were dark times,” explains Kueffel. “Things started getting colorful in the 50s.” The American influence becomes obvious from that decade on. „Coca Cola and Marilyn Monroe really represent that era.” It took Kueffel one year to complete the work. His intention: “I want people to look at the world critically and start discussions. One hundred years of history certainly give you plenty of stuff to talk about.” 
